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LINE-EDITING PRACTICE SHEET
A workshop-style set of exercises to sharpen clarity, rhythm, precision, and emotional resonance in your prose.

1. Warm-Up: The Sentence Autopsy
Take a paragraph from your manuscript — any paragraph. Drop it below.
You’ll be dissecting this paragraph several times, each time focusing on a different craft element. Keep the original unchanged at the top. Copy and paste the new paragraph each time to use in the section that follows. At the end, you will compare the original and the final and hopefully see how much of a difference you’ve made.
Original Passage:




























2. Scalpel Pass: Remove Filler & Flab
Strike out weak fillers, vague qualifiers, and verbal padding.
Common culprits: just, very, really, that, even, suddenly, sort of, kind of, began to, started to, almost, nearly, managed to, seemed to.
Edited for Conciseness:





























What improved?



What meaning shifted?



3. Verb Replacements: Stronger Actions Only
Swap passive, vague, or default verbs for sharper, more vivid choices.
Walked → trudged / drifted / stormed
Said → muttered / asked / snapped
Was / were → rephrase to describe action or sensation
Edited for Strong Verbs:





























Notes on tone changes:






4. Sensory Saturation Pass
Add one concrete detail for: sight, sound, smell, touch, or taste.
Not all at once — pick one that fits the emotional tone.
Edited for Sensory Detail:































What new dimension does this add?




5. Rhythm & Readability Pass
Read your passage out loud.
Mark any line that trips your tongue or makes you gasp for a second wind.
Identify and fix:
• Overlong sentences
• Choppy repetition
• Unintentional rhyme
• Dead air between beats
Edited for Rhythm:



























What improved in flow?



6. Dialogue Precision Practice
(Skip if your passage has none.)
Identify:
• Dialogue that states the obvious
• Dialogue where characters speak in full essays
• Dialogue that lacks subtext
• Dialogue where every character sounds like you
Rewrite to:
• Shorten
• Add tension
• Show mood rather than state mood
Edited Dialogue:























How does this read now? 






7. Clarity Test: Make It Understandable to a Sleep-Deprived Reader
Imagine someone picking up your book after a terrible day, three hours of sleep, and a headache. Would they understand this paragraph?
☐ Yes
☐ No
If no, explain why:


Edited for Clarity:































Answer the question again, if it’s still ‘no’ try again.
8. Emotion Check: What Should the Reader Feel Here?
Identify the intended emotion:

Does your edited passage evoke it?
☐ Yes
☐ No
If not, adjust.
Edited for Emotion:














Is the intended emotion now evoked?



9. Tone Consistency Check
Compare your revised passage to the tone of your book as a whole.
Does it match?
☐ Perfectly
☐ Mostly
☐ Not at all
Adjust if needed.
Edited for Tone:
















How’s your tone sounding now?

10. Final Polished Version
Your Final Draft of the Passage:
(This is your "post-surgery" version — leaner, tighter, sharper. Compare it side by side to your original.)
















11. Reflection: What Did You Learn From This Exercise?
What mistakes repeat most often in your writing?


What strengths appear consistently?


What will you check differently next time you line-edit?





This worksheet turns line-editing into a repeatable system rather than a panic attack. Use it on troublesome chapters, dialogue-heavy scenes, or anything that feels limp or lifeless. Each pass strengthens your prose in a different way — by the time you’re done, you’ve effectively trained yourself to see what an editor sees.
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